
Newsletter for the Calgary Model Railway Society

A farmer opens the gate to a eld on Baker Creek Meadows as the Chinook Westerns streamliner Chinook  
passes by overhead. The module and train were built by Doug Baker, who passed away in May.

Brookes Harrow remembers Doug on Page 6.  Photo Credit: Jon Calo
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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE
I would like to thank Dale Sproule and his 

committee for their time and commitment in 
organizing our Member Appreciation Night. I think 
everyone had a great and fun time. The highlight of 
the evening for me is the presentation of 
Appreciation Certi cates to our many volunteers 
and most of all, the Presidents  Award.

This year s recipient of the President s Award is 
Bob Hadlow.  Bob has been active in the Society 
since its inception. I think if my memory serves me 
well  he was one of the founders of the society. He 
also served as a Director on the rst Board and 
many committees since then. I rst met Bob at the 

rst organizing event to get CMRS started. What a 
pleasure to know him for these many years. We 
became friends very fast and worked on same 
committees and events together. For those of you 
who know Bob, you know what I mean. He is a 
pleasure to be around and is always there to help. 
We don t even have to ask him. He consistently 
volunteers. He has given so much to this Society 
and is very deserving of this prestigious award. 
Welcome Bob to an elite group of dedicated 
members. In fact, it s now your turn to buy lunch 
for the group of past President Award recipients. 
JUST KIDDING!

It s supposed to be spring and by the time you 
read this article, we re into summer. So far it hasn t 
been all that great for the garden Model RR folks. 
However, I do not think this will dampen their 
spirits to show o  their layouts this summer. So 
keep an eye out for those garden RRs. Take 
advantage of any invites you receive to view one. 
They are fascinating. For those of you who are not 
modeling that scale, you may change your mind, 
especially as you grow older. 

I mentioned before that this year is a transition 
year. Changes are inevitable. Any changes being 
generated this year and in future years are for the 
betterment of the Society. CMRS is growing and so 
are our events. Times are changing and so must we. 
Since the inception of CMRS, some great people 
have put lots of energy into the organization. Those 
people, and more to follow, are providing the 
nutrients required to grow CMRS. Over the years 
I ve seen many good things happen, and yes we did 
have some growing pains along the way. Most likely 
we ll have more as the years go on. We can only 
speculate that this trend of growth continues, and it 
will with your kind help. Hence, please come forth 
and volunteer to help at events that interest you. 
Your volunteer help is priceless.

In closing, I wish you a happy, healthy and safe 
summer. See you at one of our upcoming events.

Maurice Despins
CMRS Presiden
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Wear Your
Logo!

Outfit your club or group with hats, jackets,
shirts or merchandise showing your logo.

Visit our website at www.keddes.com
Or call Dave Landels at 403-287-3012

A Proud Member of the Bow Valley RR Club

THE DISPATCHER
Specializing in Digital Command Control

BARRY CONN

Website - http://members.shaw.ca/dispatcher
Email: dispatcher@shaw.ca

(403) 251-9334
213 Oakchurch Bay SW
Calgary, AB  T2V 4B6

Digitrax
Peco
Soundtraxx

Atlas
Kato
Athearn

Discount prices on:

For your CPR Clothing &
Collectables, Shop at Station 29

View our online catalog at www.cprstore.com

For information, call 403-837-0133 or 403-319-7094

To order, call 403-837-0133 or 403-837-1324

Fax 403-261-4678 or e-mail station_29_store@cpr.ca

HO Scale Turntable For Sale

9” Atlas Turntable in HO Scale is for sale. Comes equipped 
with an indexed motorized drive. Asking $50 or best offer. 

Contact Philip Gormley at 780-986-3583 for more info.

http://members.shaw.ca/dispatcher
mailto:dispatcher@shaw.ca
http://www.cprstore.com/
mailto:station_29_store@cpr.ca
http://www.keddes.com/
http://www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/


The SuperTrain Committee has been very busy 
over the past few weeks, which has resulted in some 
exciting news to report. Feedback from the 2007 
show resulted in the committee taking a hard look 
at the current state of the show and what direction 
to take it in the future.

Three major concerns were raised by exhibitors 
and the public: food, parking and the quality of the 
show. I think that everyone would agree that the 
quality of the food on the exhibit oor is on the low 
side to say the least and improvements are neces
sary. To date, we have been unable to solve this 
problem by remaining at the Big Four building as 
the Stampede controls food services. The second 
concern is the cost 
and availability of 
parking. Parking is 

10.00 now and is 
rumoured it will be 
going up again. The 
committee received 
comments saying 
potential patrons 
paid for parking and 
then couldn t nd a 
spot or had to walk 
for long distances to get to the building; so they just 
left without entering the show. Finally, many 
comments were made saying the show looks tired as 
they were seeing the same old stu  year after year 
and felt it needed to be freshened up. The commit
tee concluded it s not possible to resolve these 
concerns by remaining at the current venue.

I am pleased to announce the 2008 
SuperTrain show will be held at the Calgary 
Soccer Centre on April 19/20, 2008.

Your SuperTrain Committee and the CMRS 
board realizes that we are losing our traditional 
February date, but this new venue addresses all of 
the concerns expressed above and many more not 
mentioned. The food at the Soccer Centre is very 
good and there is potential to bring in outside 
vendors such as Subway. There is ample parking and 
it is FREE! The building is huge; with 170,000 
square feet available to help us plan bigger and 
better things and also help freshen up the show.

For those not familiar with the site, it has many 
bene ts. The oor is divided into four elds, each 
covered with arti cial turf which will be bene cial 
for everyone standing on the oor all weekend. An 
upper concourse level overlooks the entire exhibit 
area with bleachers for patrons to sit and relax. The 
management group at the Soccer Centre will team 
up with us in our advertising and promotional 
e orts as well as with sponsorships. Due to its size, 
it also allows for potential future expansion. No 
longer will exhibits or vendors need to be turned 
away due to a lack of space. We could go on and on 
about the bene ts of this facility, but the commit
tee feels this is the next appropriate step to take for 
the show.

     You should expect 
to see several other 
changes at the 2008 
show. The committee 
is looking at possibly 
including a feature 
layout. Talks are 
ongoing with a few 
clubs; including the 
modular group from 
Victoria and the Free

mo group from Chilliwack, BC. Besides adding new 
exhibits, manufacturers have expressed an interest 
in coming. Model Railroader Magazine along with 
the World s Greatest Hobby  have tentatively 
committed to coming already and manufacturers 
such as Intermountain and Athearn could have 
displays at the show. A clinic area is planned to 
teach basic skills and techniques to patrons about 
the hobby. Remember, the primary goal of the show 
is to promote the hobby of model railroading to the 
general public.

Stay tuned as the committee is working hard to 
bring you the best SuperTrain we have ever had. If 
you would like to volunteer to serve on the Super
Train Committee or to assist one of the committee 
members, please contact Rick McPhee by phone 
585 7425 or email rick.mcphee@shaw.ca. Or Mike 
Borkristl phone 203 1970  daytime at work, or 
email mike@tricordesigns.com.

Rick McPhe
SuperTrain Chairma
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CHANGES FOR SUPERTRAIN 2008

The Calgary Soccer Centre is hosting Supertrain 2008.
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
Some call it a state of mind beyond HO . I 

initially called it a bug, only because one can be 
eaten alive by mosquitos while working on this sort 
of layout. I m referring to the fact there s going to 
be a G scale layout in my smallish backyard which is 

nally receiving some attention after some 5 years 
of living in my newly built house. One night a little 
while ago, my wife and I were sitting out on the 
deck, looking at what we could do in the space and 
sure enough, I think about a loop of track, some 
additional spurs and a storage 
track in the garage. I d 
imagine some of the other G 
scale layouts started in a 
somewhat similar fashion. 
Inserted into the hard copy 
of this Orderboard and 
mailed separately to those 
taking the electronic copy 
are the addresses and details 
for this year s G scale layout tours happening on July 
22nd. Sadly, I ll be missing those due to a long 
planned vacation out in Ontario, but I certainly 
hope you take the time to take a look at what the 
six participants have done.

Onto the topic of Passenger Stations. Dale 
Sproule wanted me to put the plans for the CPR 
Portable Station onto the website, however, I ran 
into a minor glitch with the fact that I can t 
guarantee the scan is going to come in at exactly 
100  and be reproducible to scale. With that in 
mind, I still have extra copies of the plans which 
were mailed out with the layout tours. If anyone 
wants another copy, please let me know e mail me 
at orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.org or phone 
403 685 0139  and I will be happy to drop a copy 
into the mail for you. The plans will not produce a 
station like the one shown in the picture above. 
Since my last challenge proved a little di cult, I m 
o ering what will hopefully be an easier challenge... 
What community is that station located in? The 

rst person to e mail me address above  the correct 
answer wins something out of my collection.

Let me know of any coming events you know of, 
since my list is getting a little short. Also, if you 
have any submissions, please send them in! 
Deadline for the next issue is Sept. 10, 2007.

Jon Calo

SLIDE NIGHT 2007
While it is still over four months away, it is not 

too soon to start thinking about our next CMRS 
Slide Night. With the grass being green and the sun 
high in the sky, it is the perfect time to get out with 
your camera and take some interesting railroad 
pictures. It would be great to feature some new 
photographers along with our talented regulars. We 
are always looking for di erent themes  it could be 
a railroad adventure in another part of the world, or 
a new way of looking at familiar places and 

equipment. How about night 
shots, or stormy weather, or 
following a product from its 
origin to destination? They can 
be shots you just took or from 
deep in your archives. Your 
presentation should be between 
ten and twenty minutes, and of 
course you are welcome to team 
up with others to get it together.

Slide Night will be held at the Fort Calgary 
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 
7th. We will be set up to show both regular slides 
and digital pictures. You can contact me phone 
217 7575  now or closer to the date, but I do hope to 
hear from you.

Rob Badmingto
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35 mm slide and film scanning
High quality, high resolution scans

 at very competitive rates
Julian Lengauer

julian@trackwalker.ca
www.trackwalker.ca

tel 780-893-8101 

Canadian Scale Rail
Fun Times Hobby

Visit our store or shop with us on the web!
www.CanadianScaleRail.com

Box 3762
Olds, AB  T4H 1P5

5026 50th Street
403-556-3771

Gordon & Lavonne Sylvester
E-mail: cdnscrail@shaw.ca

mailto:orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.org
mailto:cdnscrail@shaw.ca
http://www.canadianscalerail.com
mailto:julian@trackwalker.ca
http://www.trackwalker.ca/
http://www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/


Parts required:

• Nylon window 
screen

• 0.032 piano wire
• 0.025 piano wire

Tools Required:

• Side cutters
• Bottle ACC glue 

ash
• 4 or more spring 

model clamps
• HO scale rule
• Exacto knife
• Pair of small, 

sharp nger nail 
scissors

• Pinvise
• 0.034 drill bit for 0.032 posts
• Small at head screw driver or small applicator 

brush for applying glue
• Dremel tool with cutting wheel optional
• Metal le
• Safety glasses
• Small hammer

Instructions:

Measure length of fence to be installed, cut 
enough mesh to cover the length of the fence lines 
to be installed. Cut mesh to height required we 
used width of the HO scale ruler  using an Exacto 
knife. Remember to cut diagonally across the mesh 
so that the chain link has the proper angle look.

Measure and mark location for the fence line.

Using the Dremel tool preferred  or side 
cutters, cut posts from 0.032 piano wire to length. 
We made a small jig that made each post 9 scale 

feet long . Be sure to use safety glasses!

File the ares and sharp edges of the wire posts.

Paint the fence posts and fence if a di erent 
color is desired.

Set drill bit in pin vise to depth wanted to make 
the posts the required height approximately 6  7 
scale feet . Posts should be set at the same height as 
the fence material that was cut.

Drill all holes for the fence posts.

Insert posts into 
holes drilled, check 
height of posts and 
hammer the posts 
down if they are 
too high. Apply a 
small amount of 
glue at base of 
posts once all posts 
are at the correct 
height.

Let posts dry for a 
few minutes, then 
check for align
ment, bend posts 
into position.

Install ground 
scenery around 

posts and where the fence will be. It is very hard to 
do it evenly later. Continue when dry.

Apply glue to bottom 2/3 of post. Place mesh 
against post and use small spring clamp to hold 
secure. Be sure to leave a small amount of 
mesh beyond the post which will be cut o  
later.

Stretch fence as far as mesh will allow and glue 
to post as per previous step.

Allow these two posts to dry, then apply glue to 
all remaining posts the same way. Remember to glue 
only the bottom 2/3 of post. Caution: Do not 
leave clamps on too long as they will glue to 
post and mesh and cause damage.

Once all posts have been glued, then use small 
scissors and cut o  excess mesh as close to the posts 
as possible.

Continued on Page 6
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If more fence is required, square up one end of 
mesh, apply more glue to last post and attach mesh 
over other mesh.  Overlap as little as possible.

To bring fence around a corner, Do not cut the 
mesh!  Crease mesh with your ngers at corner and 
glue. Continue fence around corner and proceed.

Once all mesh has been installed the top rail will 
be applied. Using the 0.025 piano wire don t cut to 
length yet  place wire between mesh and post at one 
end and line up with top of post and end of post. 
Clamp second to last post this allows you to glue 
end post . Apply a small amount of glue to top of 
end post and clamp till almost dry. ** Remember 
clamps left on too long will damage mesh .

Leave the rst clamp you put on in place there 
is no glue under this clamp . Line up the wire with 
the posts and using the clamps, attach in place. 
Then remove clamps one at a time, apply glue then 
replace clamp until glue has set.

When you get to the last post, cut the wire to 
the right length. Be sure to clamp the posts next to 
this post as vibration when you cut might break the 
glue form the post. If this happens, re glue after you 
have cut this wire.

If more top rail is required, join the top rail 
carefully lining up the two rails to the same height 
and glue them into place.

After all top rail is installed, corner braces are 
cut to required length and glued in place. Use 
clamps to hold while drying.

Remember if your fence is very long, there 
should be bracing somewhere along a long section 
of fence for a realistic look.

After the fence is completed touch up the tops 
of the fence posts with a little paint to hide the glue 
that was used.

Good luck and have fun!!

Tracy Rouleau  Calgary Free mo

DOUG BAKER
It was with great sadness that 

CMT members learned of the 
passing of Doug Baker on May 
14th, 2007 at age 50 after a battle 
with cancer.

Doug grew up and went to 
university in Kingston, Ontario. 
On graduation as a chemist, he 
moved to Calgary to work as a 
food tester for the federal 
government. He was a member 
of Calgary Model Trainmens 
Club for close to 25 years. He was 
a also a member of the Thursday 
Night Group and was well known 
and respected in the Calgary modeling community.

Doug s passion was model railroading. Friday 
afternoons and Saturdays would regularly find him at 
CMT working on his many projects. Much of the 
electrical work at CMT, including the clubs imple
mentation of Digitrax, was Doug s doing. He also 
built much of the clubs more intricate trackwork, 
including several double slip switches in our yards.

Most of you have seen examples of Doug s 
passenger trains on the CMT and TNG modular 
layouts at SuperTrain. Doug built several accurately 
modeled full length passenger trains  a CB&Q 
powered California Zephyr, a GN Empire Builder, a 
pair of CPR Canadians and more. He also built the 
streamlined Chinook  for CMT s Chinook Western.

Doug s modeling skills were well rounded. At the 
next SuperTrain show, take a look at the Baker 
Creek Meadows  module with the CMT display. 
This was Doug s concept and he built all the 
structures, the rail bridge, scenery, trackwork, and 
detailing. Much of this work was done after his 
illness was diagnosed as he wanted to see the results 
of his work. The cover photo shows the Chinook  
rolling across his module.

A service was held in Kingston on May 24th and 
Doug s remains were placed with those of his 
parents. In Calgary, CMT hosted a celebration of 
Doug s life on June 20th, with many fellow model 
railroaders, co workers and friends attending. Our 
sympathies go to Doug s sister Terry and her family.

Doug left us much too soon. He will be greatly 
missed by the community of Calgary modelers.

Brookes Harrow
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Model Railroad Supplies 
Die Cast & Plastic Models   Rockets & Puzzles 
Collectible Toys & Action Figures Slot Cars Sets & Accessories 
 

5011 Macloed Trail South   PHONE: (403) 243-1997 
Calgary, Alberta T2G 0A9                   FAX: (403) 243-7782 
  

http://www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/


2816 STEAM TRIP TO MAZEPPA
The CMRS  annual Railfan event is happening 

on October 20th 2007. Ride behind CPRs 
Empress, steam engine 2816 to Mazeppa and return 
with two photo run by s and lunch in Okotoks. 
Sights you will see include the Okotoks Valley, De 
Winton Hill and much more.

Members cost will be 130.00 per seat, and 
each member can purchase up to 4 tickets. Get 
your tickets early as there are only 125 seats avail
able. To order, please mail payment cheques pay
able to Calgary Model Railway Society  to 119 Ber
nard Close NW, Calgary AB, T3K 2H3. Tickets can 
be picked up at the AGM or we will mail it to you.

For more information, call Gail Myers at 403  
295 2252 or 403  561 9718. You can also email Gail 
at hgmyers@telusplanet.net.

Gail Myers

LETTER FROM BOB HADLOW
The President and Board of CMRS

I am still in a state of shock after being named 
the 2007 President s award winner on May 25, 2007. 
The hobby of model railroading has been so good 
to me over the past 50 years, what with all the 
many friends that I have gained during that time. I 
have always tried to promote the hobby and to 
have fun while doing so. One never thinks about 
awards when having fun.

I appreciate the recognition and thank you 
very much for this honor.

Yours sincerely,
Bob Hadlow

BOXCAR DIORAMA CONTEST
Please remember the upcoming Boxcar 

Diorama Contest as part of the Fall mini meet/
AGM set for October 14. You need to start with a 
boxcar and a piece of track then develop a diorama 
around these 2 elements. All scales are welcome, no 
limit to the number of entries per person or group 
can enter, no limit to size of each diorama, the only 
limit is your imagination. Votes will be cast by 
those CMRS members attending the mini meet 
and the winner takes home a 50 gift certi cate to 
the train hobby shop of his/her choice. Truly hope 
to see your ideas.

Yours in Model Railroading,
Dale Sproul

FALL MINI MEET & AGM
We are planning our Fall Mini Meet & AGM 

for October 14, 2007. We are looking for anyone 
interested in putting together a clinic of any kind. 
We re also needing set up and/or tear down 
volunteers as well.

Ian would appreciate some help with manning 
the membership desk. Also, anyone with club and/
or individual displays are encouraged to take 
advantage of the space available.

If you re a vendor and wish to display and/or 
sell at this upcoming event, please contact Je  to 
reserve your table or space.

Contact Je  at 403 272 5546 or e mail him at 
je @boltsupply.com.

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRY CHANGES
We know a fair number of you renew your 

memberships for the CMRS at SuperTrain. With 
the date change of the event, we re adjusting the 
membership expiry date accordingly. Please note, if 
your membership is expired as of June 30, 2007, you 
need to renew no later than the AGM in October to 
ensure uninterrupted delivery of the Orderboard.

Jon Calo

BOOMER AUCTION
Start collecting your items for the Boomer 

Auction taking place on October 13th. Details to 
come in the next edition of the Orderboard.
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                                          Mountain Pacific Scenics 
                                                    Manufacturers of Tree & Shrub 
                                                    Foliage, Wood Bridges, Scenery 
 
 

Maurice Despins, C.E.T. 
 
 

151 Woodfern Pl. SW                Ph:         (403) 251-4976 
Calgary, Alberta                         Fax:        (403) 251-4976 
T2W 4R7 

                           e-mail:  mprail@telus.net 
                     web site:   www3.telus.net/mprr  
 

2020J - 32 Avenue NE
WE ARE YOUR COMPLETE HOBBY

AND CRAFT CONNECTION!
Phone: 291-2733 Fax: 291-5324

mailto:hgmyers@telusplanet.net
mailto:jeffb@boltsupply.com
mailto:mprail@telus.net
http://www3.telus.net/mprr/
http://www.calgarymodelrailway.ca/


BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Maurice Despins  Independent
President
H 281 5916
mptech@telusplanet.net

Greg Cave  Calgary Free mo
Orderboard/Publicity
H 247 2180
greg.cave@shaw.ca

Brookes Harrow  CMT
Secretary, SuperTrain
H 201 4937
bharrow@nucleus.com

Rick Walker  Independent
Treasurer
W 277 7226
trainsandsuch@telus.net

Je  Burk  RM Garden Ry
Mini meet
H 272 5546, W 209 6505x204
je @boltsupply.com

Rob Badmington  Independent
VP/Slide Night.
Independent  H 217 7575
badmingt@telusplanet.net

Ian McArthur  Independent
Membership
H 637 2560
sutul@telusplanet.net

Gail Myers  Bow Valley
Railfan Events
H  295 2254 
hgmyers@telusplanet.net

David Walker  Independent
Layout Tours
H 240 9271
mcwalk@telusplanet.net

Dale Sproule  Independent
Membership Appreciation
H  274 4852
sproules@telusplanet.net

ADVERTISING
Do you have some Model Railraod related items for 
sale, or perhaps something rare you want?

Consider an ad in the Orderboard. Ads run free of 
charge for members provided they are relatively 
small , and a 10/year charge for Business card size 
commercial ads. Assistance with ad design is also 
available. Contact the Editor, Jon Calon at 
orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.org for details.

Deadline for the next issue is Sept. 10, 2007

MEMBERSHIPS
Calgary Model Railway Society memberships can be 
purchased or renewed at any of our events or by 
mail. Cost is 10 per year, running from June to the 
following June and can be purchased in upwards of 3 
years in advance. Membership forms can be printed 
from our website. Completed forms and payment 
can be mailed to:

Calgary Model Railway Society
Box 63033, 2604 Kensington Road NW
Calgary, AB T2N 4S5

COMING EVENTS SCHEDULE
Items in Bold type are Calgary Model Railway Society events.

August 18 19  4th Annual Alberta Free mo, Big Valley Agriplex, Big Valley, AB. http://www.calgaryfreemo.ca/

August 29 Sept. 1, 2007  National Narrow Gauge Convention, Portland, ME.

September 22 23  Great Edmonton Train Show, Edmonton, AB  http://www.mmrf.ab.ca/

September 29 30  Railway Days, Heritage Park, Calgary, AB  http://www.heritagepark.ca/

October 13, 2007  South Bank Short Line Assoc. 28th Boomer Auction, Calgary, AB

October 14, 2007  Fall Mini Meet & CMRS AGM, Glenmore Inn, Calgary, AB

October 20, 2007  2816 Steam Train Trip to Mazeppa and Return.

November 7, 2007  Slide Night 2007, Fort Calgary Auditorium at 7:30pm.

April 19 20, 2008  Supertrain 2008, Calgary Soccer Centre, Calgary, AB

Do you have an event that should be listed here?
Send an e mail to orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.org with the details!
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