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Report from the President:

Dale N. Sproute

Thought I'd take a different approach with
this report, and report on what is happening
in this area of the world since the start of
summer.

Kappes Hobby Shop in Red Daer went
under in May. A visit to Lethbridge brought
about a trip to the GaultiMuseum where |
I the pleasure of ﬁﬂauy seeing the
KervtA prize winning (Beb Gardaer) model
of a portion of the Lembndge raitway
bridge. The model is placed such thatif you
look beyond the model, you'll sse the ach:al
bridge, - quite amazing. this was the first
fime for me In that musaum, so don't forget
¥ see the entire room of railroad stuff while
you dre visiting. Admission is free.

Qur annual meeting saw the election of the
new executive, renewal of memberships,
__gnd signing of new members. President
{rmrself] Independent representative Barry
Cohn, Secretary (Al Hough) continue to
work with club representativas on the board
of directors, and thank all mambers for their
support in e past year. Lefs see now,
membership in the Calgary Modet Raibway
Association now extends as far as
Edmonton, Saskatoon, and Medicine Hat

About 50 membars, families and friends
were guests of Soe Dodd to see his sutdoor
tGB layout on Ociober 1. The steam
focomotives were puffin’ smoke. Joe has
sompleted phase 1, and let me tell you that
this is going to be a fayoutto watch‘gut for.
T ks go to Joe for his kind invitation,
v._.{ do it again soon!

The Communications Medium for Railway Enthusiasts.

Chinocox-Hobby West came under new
managament Sept 1, Rob Gale boughtthe
entire store frorm Hans and Donna Madsen
and is presently in the middls of
renovating and painting. He wili be working
hard fo stock what fiis customers want.
The saciety wishes Rob afi the best in his
new business. H&D has moved into a
warshouse which has to be at least three
times the size of their originat location. {fs
big and impressive. We wish Hans,
Donna, and crew all the best

Glen Brosinsky has joined as a new
society membsr, but withcut any other
modellers or raitfans in his“area. If you
know of anyone in Drayton Valley, please
write Glen at 4113 48 Avenue, Drayton
Valley, AB TTA 1E7 .

Guess Kades now has compedition with
the introduction of bath Intermountain and
McHenry couplers, bath compatible with
the Kadee coupler,

if you can opan your home layout for a
sociaty layout tour in the future wouid you
please contact me at (274-4852). We are
also tooking for 8 velunieer to co-ardinate
Jayout visits.

Mini-Meet Update:

Date N. Sproule

There was a total attendance of 119, 68
pesple bought or renewed memberships.
We had 15 people that paid $3.00 for
admissicn only and one $10.00 donation.
Ok, so the dlinic room was too small, an
evor on my part that won't happen again.
Otherwise, the day was a successful
socCiety event.
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Upcommg Events:

Selkirk Expreas 96

7th division Reveistoke Convention.
April 5-7/88. Far infe and registration write
Selkirk Express P.C, Box 1819 Revetstoke
BC, VOE 280, )

Golden Spike 96

6th division spring meet, Edmonton,

May 17-20/98. For information contact
Mark Johnson, 11428 77 Ave. Edmonton,
AB T6G OL8. phone (403)436-2480

or e-maii mark johnson@arc.ab.ca
Supertrain 96

Calgery Model Raftway Society’s annual
show. Feb 24-25/56. Mewata Armouries.
More details in the next issue.

Railfan Siide Night
January, 96. Details TBA.

Volunteer Appreciation nght
April, 96. Details TBA.

AGM Resulits:

fan Mears

Further to the membership's vote,
changing the Society's bylaws (regarding
the sligibility of members affiliated with the
§ member clubs, to stand for eléction. ed)
at the Annual General Meefing, and
questions ralsed reiating to these. The
board decided that the general
membership's interpretation and
acceptance of these changes needed ne
further clarification at this time.



Update from the Secretary:

Al Hough

On a personal note, | would tike to take a
moment to thank the CMRS membership
for the support and encouragement given
the present executive at the Annuai
General Meeting. We have become a team,
working 10 make the Society that you the
membership want it to be.

Re-glection affirms that we are on the right
track. There are going fo be a few rough
stretches, that is insvitable in an
organization this size. We need to use
those grabirons fromt ime ta timet

For members new to the society, your 1985
- 1996 board of directors is as follows:
Prasident, Dale N. Sprouls. (independent)
Vice-president, Dave Stefanek (Cantrak)
Secretary, Al Hough {independent)
Traasurer, Bob Hadlow (CMT)

Public Relatiens, Barry Conn {independsnt)
Directors at targe,

tan Mears (CBRM)

Bill Marshall (Bow Valley RR Club)

Bert Haynes (Cat-O-Rail)

Maurice Despins (Thursday Night Group)

| am pleased to report that almost all
memberships have bedn renewed, and we
look forward to inued growth, Your

board of directors met, bn October 18, and-

have a number ofevants in the works”. As
thare are fimed up, we will advise the
membership through the Order Board, or by
speciat mailings.

Show Committee Report:

Al Hough

Your Superirain 96 commiftee met on
Ocimber 23, and on behaif of Chalman
Dave Stefanek, | am pleased to report that

plans ars alt in place and coming togsther
very well. The show dates are confimed,
February 24-25, 1986, at Mewsnta
Armouries. Prelrminary advertising will
appear in the jocal hobby sheps prior to
Christmas. Latters 1o potential exhibitors will
go out in early November, deadline for
applications is January 15, 1996. The
comunitiee has devised a policy regarding
commercial exhibits, trying to balance the
vatious points of view. | have been directed
by the show oocmmiltee io ask the
mambership for voiunteer assistance in two
aregs: '

Downtown Exhibit Co-ordinator. We are in

need of someons to co-ordinate static
displays in the downtown malis during the
four days pror to Supertrain 86 during
Mode} Raifvay Week in Calgary.

Qui-of-town_Exhibitor Bilets. The show
committee would appreciate hearing from
members willing to billet outof-town
exhibitors for Supertrain 86. Piease
contact Maurice Despins, 281-58186 or fax
251-4978.

The show committes would ke fo hear
from members interesied in supplying
static displays for Mode/ Raillway Week.
Contact Al Hough at 288-8511.

Side Tracks:
Bits end pieces

tan Mesars of CBRM Is losking for
suggestions of possible socisty activities
for next summer, and a {ocation for 2
famity outing similar to the bar-b-que at
Champlon Park. If anyone has any ideas
ptease cali lan at 278-8266.

if you hava any suggastions for the Order
Board or would like to contribute an article
please cantact us at 5

The Order Board c/o Calgary Model
Raitway Society. .

146 Comwaillis DR NW

Calgary, AB T2K tV1

of via the intemet: ecocker@agtnet

Submissians on PC formatted 3.5° disk.

please. All disks will be returned.

View from the Caboose:
or hindsight is 20-20

Bob Hadiew

CP Rail's 83 AC4400CW's have arrivedt
Or shouid | say that most of them have
amived. | saw #9567 on October 29th,
1995, and that is the highest numbered
unit 've seen so far. in an other oddity,
some units have the tibute 1o the RCMP

Musical Ride, which CP Systems is

supporting as a logo on the short nosa in
frant of the cab. English on the right side
and French on the left side. Some units
such as #9537 don't have the loge at ail.

So far the saftware isn't installed so that
thay can run ms Locotrot Masters and
slaves, 50 If they are used in any train

" which has robot units, you'll find them tied

to a SD40-2, With the SD40-2 leading. |
have been fortmate to have a shot or two
with them Ieading, Uke the day they
headed west with the “bormnb irain”
otherwise known as the Ethanol trzin from
Medicine Hat, Alberta. When they are up
and running as Locotrol Masters and
slaves, three of the AC4400CWs will
replace five S$D40/SD40-2's. That wil
aliow CP Rali to get rid of many of the
*Rant a Wracks” currently on lease.

Sa far, I've only heard good words spoken
about the new GE units. The fist fwo
AC4400CWs into Calgary were #9503
and #8501 In that order. That was
september 16, 1995. They came in on

train 401 and were followed by #9509 and

#3508 on frain #407. All were in the
frailing position but many were abie o get
some good shots when the train stopped
in south Calgary, waiting to get into the
yard. | saw many rmiifans out taking
pictures, but io my suprize, | knew very
few of them. The big suprize was to un
into Rob Badmington, who works for CN
Rail in Montreal. He was out on business

and just happened fo have a free hour or \/

two before he fiew back o Montreal
Some of you know rob as the co-editor of
the Highbali, which is the official
publication of the 6th Division PNR alang
with Rick Walker,

Speaking of the Bth Division Publication. it
needs i have a new editor(s), as Rob
and Rick have done a great job over the
past three years. if anyone is interested,
pieagse contact the &th Division
Superindendent
McCannel S, Regina SK  S4R 3T9.
Phone (306) 534-8161.

Genaral Motors had announced thet 500
employsas were to be faid off starting
January 1, 1996. A week later CN Rail
anpounced it was buying 135 new units.
from GM ans it appears that these 500
people slated for fayoffs will get to keep
their jobs for some fime to come. At this
firme it isn't certain what the units will be,

bit most peapie fee! that theyll be the

SD70!'s, just like the units that CN Rait got
this September. | owe evaryong a "SOfmy
‘bout that" as qmy information said that-

Ed Packman, 118 -

deliverywould be late 1985, these units,__/

are assigned numbers #5600 to #5625
and have been assigned to Montreal for




View from the Caboose:
or hindsight is 20-20 continued.

sarvicing. They are capiive service betwaen
. Jtreal and Winnipeg via Chicago, so we
tnay not see them cut west for a white.
Usuatly CN Rail units run system wide so
we'll have to wait and see what happens.

Two things for sure, CN Raif has dropped.

the gray map off the side of the new units
and is going with a larger CN worm, plus
the units are standard SD70I's, no Draper
taper, but with the Canadian Safety Cab
and the isolated cab. From what | hear this
makes e units very quiet! | guess with the
sate of shares, CN Rail has need for more
new power gs the SD40's are now getfing
close to 30 years old and have lots of miles
on them.

" Speaking of the 6th Division again, #s™ -

golden Spike'd6 will be heid May 17-20,
1998 at Harmy Ainlay Composite High
School, 4350 111 St, Edmonton AB. (See
ypcoming events for more info -ad)

Looks ke it will be 2 good meet from the
sarly information { have recsived, Hops to
see a |ot of people there, ’

The first BNJATSF unit #9647 painted in 2
possible merger paint schems has made its
appearance on the intemet and in the
" fnn magazines, Looks Hke a cross
\cween the SDTOMAC Uhits paint scheme
and the ATSF warbonnet without the bright
red paint Personalty, thay'll have to come
up with something better than that and to
see what is said on the internet, many
people agree with me, The red warbonnet,
in my opinion says “service’, and whie |
agres with the merger, | hope that theyll
reconsider this "one of & kind paint
scheme™.

Whao said the wings on the GE unite

couldn't be copied? Taks 3 look at the new
SD&0 from GM. Bay, have the dissel
locomotives changed from the days of the
covered wagons. WE've gons from sleek
looking to absolutly: powerful, Actually 1 tike
themboth and it wili make for a more
interesting time for us raiifans. Guess we'll
keep Mr. Kodak (if you use Kodachrome 64
slide fiim) going for a few more years with
all the changes we're sesing.

~~a thing that bugs me about & lot of the
\_Jtography in raitfan magazines. They

never (well hardly ever) give a dats, type of

film used, camera and jens. | would hope

that when people send In pictures for
possible publicaton in any raifan
magazine they would inciude ail of the
information. 1t sure makes it a lot easier
when you are trying to get ideas for a
modslling project and can iook at a picture
and know it was taken in a certain time
frame!

Well enocugh for this issue. Please
remember that if you are taking raitroad

pictures and are on railrad property, you

should have permission to be there and to
only “Take - pictures and leave
footprints™. '

The D@taf Page:

Barry Conn - The DISPATCHER

in the previous article we discussed how a
Digital Command Control (DCC) system
can greatly simpldy your layout wiring by
stiminating the need for electricai operating
biocks. We also discussed the operafing
advantages and increased fevel of

enjoyment you get by being abie to run

-gagines  totally . independent. of. one. .

another, the abiiity to tum engine lights on
and off at Wil and the ability to control
pperating accessoties (switch machines,
crossing gates, building fights, etc.).

Now that we have told you all the
advantages, it is time to explain how you
can do this.

First, you should be aware that the NMRA
established a set of DCC standards,
Having a standard that all the
manufacturars can follow is very important.
Look at the problems that developed in the
VCR world when competing standards
(VHS and Beta) were being developed.
“You can rent and view VHS tapes on any
VCR that is VHS format. However, if you
happened to choose the Beta standard,

then you are stuck with equipment you
cam't use. Thats what happens when
differant manufaciurers build to differant
standards—someone ig likely to jose out.

Now that tite NMRA has a DCC standard,
the manutacturers can all build eguipmaent
that will oparate to that sfandard (look for
the NMRA DCC symbol). Today's DCC
equipment comes with many different
features from the very basic 10 the maost
fult featured high end equipment (just like
VCR's may took differsnt and have
differant features). You can spend more
monay or less money as you decide what
is important and best for you.

What are the basfc pcc oomponem‘s?

Demd&rs: r:antrol frein spesd and
direction. They also allow the user to
program individual loco characteristics like
aceeleration, deceleration, sfarting voltage,
mid point voltags, lights, sound systems,
stc. Some systems are now offering
spacial lighting functions that wiil ailow you
to have Mars Lights, single and dotible
Strobe lights, Gyro tights, Diteh fights, ete.

With some manufaciurers’ systems you
can run one engine without a decoder on
the layout along with all the other tocos
that have decoders mstalled. This gives
youy the flaxibility fo convert your fleet
gradually. it also aflows your friends to
bring their locos to fun on your layout. it
also works in reverse, as 2 Dee
equipped joco will run perfectty weli on a
regular de layout.

Accessory decoders: control stationary
accessory devices such as  switch
machines, bullding fights, crossing gates,
animation effects, etc.

DCC Boosters: “baosts” the DCC signal
on the frack. A standard booster will
simply boost the signal, while a booster
that has an auto reverse featura will aliow
you o completely automate your track
réverse loops and efiminatae the need fo
throw reversing switches.

Power supply: ali BCC systams require
an externat power supply. Generally you
can use any mode! raifroad fransformer or
any othar generic fransformer.

Command stations/throities: the most
basic command stations allow you fo
control the spead and direction of a limited
number of trains.  Ful featured command
stations and throtties altow you to set the
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sananued;

train speed and direction for many frains,
and in addition will contrel accessory
decoders, allow programming of decoders,
and wilt allow you to have muliple walk
around throties.

DCC decoders and boosters are generaily
jmteroperable amongst the varous systems,
but command stations are not  For
example, you can use Digitrax decoders
and Digitrax boosters with Lenz command
stations or Lenz decoders with Digifrax
command statons, The DCC command
statiorts are not intercperable as each
manufacturer uses its own command bus
wiring system, Digitrtax's Loco Nef requires
a 8 conductor phone wire bus with phone
connectors, white Lanz's X-bus requires a
5 conductor bus with OIN jacks. Each
systern has its own advantages.

In the next column { will discuss how to
chocse and install the right decoder for
your leco.:

The DISPATCHER is 2 Calgary dealer
specializing in Digital Command Control,
We are an authorized Digitrax dealer, offer
you the -ability to fry #e product on our
layout bafore” you buy, and offer discount
prices. Please call me at (403)251-8334 if
you have any DCC questions or if you
would like to try it out

Supertrain 98 Flea Market:

This years flea market is being run by the
Thursday Night Group. Tables zare
$20.00/day To pre-beok your table contact
Maurice Desping at 251-7073 or

fax 2514978
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CRYPTIC CLUES

Across d Down

1. CP Rail __". 1. Man tumed to resist this

4. Not a strain when one sibling . {anagram)
conditions oneself to work 2. To walk with pants too long
with them. (anagram) can spoil cuffs. {anagram)

9. off to Buffala? 3. Turkish ftitle.

10. Being alkaline is 5. lsraeli Prime Minister.
fundamental, 6. Where horse was found

1. An eif in your room could be after examining reinstalla-
magical. (hidden word) tion, {hidden words)

12. No matter how old, all 7. Some people seem o look
followed in sequence of upon cedars as objects of
ancestry. worship. (anagram)

13. 8peaking vaguely, the 8. Begins with ardent
fadybird said: “'m a lousy endeavor that's ardently
bug.” (anagram) devoted. ‘

18. Showing progress, after 14, Bespeak the growth of CP
going to court over the deal. Rail System.

20. There was change as they 15. To endure, someone drops
opted for a new freight beneath to make headway.
terminal. {anagram) 16. Like & racetracik.

22, After alpha, all ends with 17. Directs beef cattle?

. _ 19. From Delaware & Hudson

23. CP Rall System takes pride you krniow the Bridge Line
in its quality . Divisien. (hidden word)

24. Is it the truth? 21. First-class pump start.

25, Connaught Tunnel

eliminated this Pass.

Solution on page 10 ]




