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SD-40-2's running westbound with TOFCs, photo by Roger Walker taken from the TransCanada Highway at Cathedral West on July 16,

1978. See more photos like this at the upcoming Slide Night on Nov. 4th
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President's Report
This is my first report as the newly appointed President of the CMRS. 

A very successful Fall Mini Meet and Annual General Meeting has just 
wrapped up. As usual, Roger Walker had an interesting mix of clinics lined up 
that attracted good attendance from the membership. It appeared most 
people stayed for the AGM, I did not get a head count but it looked like every 
table was fully occupied.
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President's Report Continued...

There were significant changes in the Board makeup at this year’s AGM. Three independent Directors reached 
their two term limits and had to step down. I would like to thank Monty Schnieder, Gord Smith and Roger 
Walker for putting in six years of hard work on the CMRS Board. Their efforts have been greatly appreciated 
by the CMRS membership. 

Due to some late breaking events, the CMT representative came up for ratification earlier than normal. CMT 
chose Brookes Harrow to be their representative and he was ratified at the AGM. 

This year we had four members stand for the three open independent Director positions which triggered an 
election. I understand an election has not happened for quite some time. Rob Badmington, Bain Spielman and 
myself were elected to the Board. I would like to thank Ron Ibey who also stood for election but was 
unsuccessful this time. I highly encourage Ron and any other members who are interested in serving on the 
Board to run for election at next year’s AGM. 

As outlined at the AGM, the Board has put in place a plan to restore the club and independent Director cycle as
recommended by the CMRS structure committee. The current Bow Valley Director has had his term shortened
by one year to expire at next year’s AGM. One of the three incoming independent Directors will have their 
term shortened to two years from the normal three. These changes will allow for at least one independent 
Director to be up for election at every subsequent AGM. 

The new Board met the week after the AGM and sorted out the various duties and responsibilities. The 
complete list is available elsewhere in this Orderboard issue and online at the CMRS website.

Coming up very quickly is Slide Night on Friday, Nov. 4th starting at 7:15pm. As usual, the event will be held at 
the River Park Community Church, 3818 14A Street SW. See the details below.

The Supertrain planning committee has already held their first meeting for Supertrain 2017. Remember that 
we always need volunteers for the show so make sure to sign up when the opportunity arises. 

Al Matchett,
President CMRS

Slide Night – Friday, Nov. 4Th

Slide night is Friday Nov. 4th at RiverPark Community Church, 3818 14a Street S.W. In honour of 
Remembrance day the line up for this year includes a presentation on war time railroads. The article later in
this issue might give you some of the flavour of this presentation. There will also be a presentation on a look 
back at the SD-40's, back when they ruled the rails west of Calgary. Also a presentation entitled “A recent 
and somewhat convoluted history of the boxcar.” There will also be time for short “pot pouri” presentations 
from the audience. Refreshments will be served.

John Lund
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Deciduous leaves in nine colours, from fresh
Spring to bright Fall, standard or fine scale, also

Branch Netting to enhance your trees.
Ph.403-335-2890

http://selkirkleaf.com/
Email: Selkirkleaf1@yahoo.ca

CMT Has a New Home!!

After a year of being homeless on the street, the Calgary Model Trainmen’s Club has new home! We are now 
located at 7 – 11 Street NE. The location is just north of Memorial Drive near the Calgary Zoo. The 
Bridgeland-Memorial C-train station stop is two blocks west.

Our new home is about 750 square feet, with the possibility of adding another 300 square feet. As well, an 
auditorium can be booked for our use. This is an exciting time for CMT members. We had the pleasure of 
welcoming many of you on Saturday October 29 for our Open House. If you would like to see what is 
happening, please drop by any Wednesday evening, starting at 7:30 pm.

We are in the early planning stages of our new HO-scale layout. Right now, we are thinking of building a 
double-deck layout in a centre peninsula anchored by a spiral helix. This peninsula will be built using a 
mushroom design. With this design, only one level will be visible on each side of the layout. From the 
Peninsula, the track will make a full circuit of the room to connect with the other level. 

If you are interested in becoming involved with an exciting new project, new members and volunteers are 
welcome to come and see our club. People with model railroad skills- benchwork, tracklaying, electrical, 
scenery, structure or any of the many other projects needed in building a new layout are welcome to join the
fun. If you are interested but don’t feel you are skilled enough, join us and we will guide you along and give 
you the chance to learn by building.

For more info, please call Brookes Harrow at 403-201-4937 or see the CMT Web site under Contact Us:      

http://www.calgarymodeltrainmen.com

Look forward to seeing you at CMT.
Brookes Harrow
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MEMBERSHIPS

Calgary Model Railway Society memberships can be 
purchased or renewed at any of our events or by mail. 
Cost is $10 per year, running from July 1 to June 30. 
Multi-year memberships are also available. Membership 
forms can be printed from our website.

Completed forms and payment can be mailed to:

The Calgary Model Railway Society
PO Box 8071, Station A
Calgary, AB T2H 0H7

ADVERTISING

Do you have some Model Railroad related items for sale, 
or perhaps something rare you want? Consider an ad in 
the Orderboard. Text ads run twice free of charge for 
members (provided the ad is relatively small), and a 
$15/year charge for business card size commercial ads. 

Contact the Editor at
orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.ca for details.

Deadline for the next issue is Jan 15, 2017

Board of Directors
Al Matchett – 
Independent
President

al.m@shaw.ca

Daniel Charest
Independent
Vice-President, 
SUPERTRAIN 
Chairman
daniel@dan-nscaler.com

Jim Ironside - Free-mo
Secretary
H- 403-254-8116
ironsidejim@gmail.com

Jason Thornhill – 
Rocky Mountain 
Garden RR
Railfan Events
jason@aspencrossing.com

Rick Walker - 
Independent
Treasurer

walkr@telusplanet.net

John Lund– Cantrak
Membership
H - 403-239-1070
jlund@telusplanet.net

Brookes Harrow - CMT
Clinics

bharrow@nucleus.com

Rob Badmington – 
Independent
Slide Night, Parks 
Canada
badmington@shaw.ca

Bain Spielman - Independent
Layout Tours, Trains for Kids
bainspielman@shaw.ca

Brent Ciccone
Bow Valley
OrderBoard & Communications
H- 403-283-0325
orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.ca

MINI MEET REPORT

Six clinics were presented at the October 16th Mini Meet, more than ever before. At the 10 am clinics there 
were 72 attendees, at 11 am there were 78, and in there afternoon there were 28. These numbers are 
comparable with last Fall’s mini meet, and higher than all previous mini meets. Special thanks are due to the
presenters for their time and effort in putting together the clinics; Jim Ironside, Sylvain Duclos, Paul Clegg, 
Brian Keay, Doug Lee (and me). 

The models in the show and tell, although few, were very interesting, particularly the huge diorama of the 
Rosebery ferry with tugboat Iris G. This won an achievement certificate (Prototype Scene) for Dale Sproule 
at the NMRA meeting last summer in Salmon Arm. Photos are available on the CMRS WebSite 
www.calgarymodelrailway.ca

This was my last mini meet as clinic organizer, as I have now served my six years on the board. Over the last 
six years, Marvin Burk and Jason Thornhill have done a great job co-ordinating with the Glenmore Inn, 
making sure the meeting rooms were set up for the clinics and show and tell. I am not a computer whiz, so I 
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was helped enormously by Jim Ironside, Daniel Charest and John Lund in setting up laptops and projectors 
(and all the bits and pieces in between). Last but not least, my wife Gay has helped in the show and tell 
room, and was promoted to videographer at this mini meet.

I hope you will all support the new clinic organizer as well as you have supported me. With more and more 
information available on the web, it is an appropriate time to ask yourselves what types of clinics, and what 
topics you want. Pass this information on to the board and the new organizer.

It has been my pleasure and honour to have organized the clinics over the last six years – now I am looking 
forward to attending some of them!

Roger Walker

THE RAILWAY MEN OF WW1 
Reprinted with permission from Sabretache, THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE CALGARY MILITARY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Railways were not particularly important in the war's early events. However, by December 1914, both sides 
realized that the conflict would not be quickly resolved and now faced the challenge of moving large 
quantities of supplies to the millions of men fighting along the Western Front. The quantity of goods 
required was staggering. The British Army, for example, provided each soldier with 1 1/2 lb. of fresh rations 
daily, in addition to standard-issued tins of hard tack crackers and 'bully beef'. Animal fodder, ammunition, 
petroleum oil and lubricants also had to be transported to the battle zone. The average horse consumed ten 
times as much as a soldier. By 1915, British troops and animals were consuming an astonishing 4400 tons of
food and fodder daily! 

It was soon apparent that an efficient
transportation system behind the front lines
was vital to winning the war, and the railway
gradually emerged as the most effective
solution. Canada was particularly suited to a
lead role in building an effective wartime
railway system in Europe. In the years before
the war's outbreak, Canadians built more
railway lines than any other part of the British
Empire. In fact, as early as October 1914, the
Canadian government considered the inclusion
of 'railway troops' as part of its 'Second
Contingent' of troops, but British authorities
politely rejected the suggestion. 

For Sale
N-gauge Layout. Built in multiple modules so that it is 
movable. Would like to get $400 for it all, but offers 
considered. Contact Jack Clarke at 403-289-9348

For Sale
Extensive collection of Hornby Dublo  3  &  2  rail, 
buildings, switches, rail, engines, signals, freight and 
passenger cars, including boxes. Complete set of Hornby 
Companion  Series. Contact  Bill Burtwell at 403-251- 
2937 
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By the end of 1914, however, events along the Western Front forced Britain to reconsider. The French 
government initially assumed responsibility for construction and maintenance of all railway lines in France 
and Belgium. In the aftermath of the first battle of the Marne, in which Allied forces recaptured territory lost
to German forces, the challenges faced by France quickly became apparent. A significant gap existed 
between rail connections and the front lines, and the French government realized that it lacked both the 
manpower and expertise to quickly resolve the problem. The crisis led Britain to request the formation of a 
Canadian contingent of men skilled in railway construction and willing to enlist for the duration of the war. 
The Canadian government quickly responded with the creation of a railway construction unit – the 
Canadian Overseas Railway Construction Corps(CORCC) - on February 22, 1915. Initial recruits were drawn 
from the Canadian Pacific Railroad's (CPR) experienced labour pool and placed under the command of Lt.-
Colonel C. W. P. Ramsay, the company's chief construction engineer. On August 24, 1915, CORCC arrived in 
France and was attached to the Belgian army, where it immediately began work on building small gauge rail 
lines, concrete machine gun emplacements and other engineering projects. In March 1916, a new British 
policy called for the construction of 60 cm narrow gauge lines. The existing railhead were 10—12miles from
the front. It was decided to move railhead closer by June 1916 (Battle Of the Somme) to within 3 miles from 
the trenches via narrow gauge lines. The tonnages of supplies and ammo needed became massive. 

Horrible ground conditions made 3 miles still not close enough and it was decided to install tramways to 
move supplies even further forward, sometimes right to the rear trenches. Tramways were narrow gauge 
tracks that could be laid and repaired quickly. Locomotion was provided either mechanically or by animal or
human power. 

The Canadian Corps became a leader in this type of
tramway building. Small steel lines were laid right up to
the assembly areas of the attack and then, after success,
forward into the new positions. Casualties and prisoners
were moved quickly back. One of the biggest problems
became the German harassing artillery fire causing up to
100 breaks in the light railway system every day. 

In early 1917, the British government formally requested
the creation of a Canadian railway contingent. In response,
the Canadian government organized the Canadian
Railways Troops (CRT), launching a national recruitment
campaign that produced five units for overseas service by
the end of February 1917. An additional seven units
arrived at the front between April 1917 and March 1918.
Upon arrival, the CRT immediately assumed responsibility
for building, operating, maintaining and repairing all
standard- and light-gauge railway lines within the British
sector in France. 

Unlike regular Canadian infantry, CRT enlistments were not part of the Canadian Corps. Rather, they were 
placed under the command of Brigadier (later Major-General) John William Stewart, a native of Scotland 
who had immigrated to Vancouver, British Columbia before the war. Stewart was appointed Deputy-Director
of General Transportation (Construction) at British General Headquarters in January 1917. Under his 
direction, the CRT established a Depot at Purfleet, England, where the original units and later 
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Canadian troops and German prisoners send the 
wounded back from Vimy on the light tramway 
rails. Premade re-placement sections are stacked 
nearby to rapidly replace destroyed sections
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reinforcements underwent initial training before departing for the European continent. Unlike their infantry
counterparts, CRT recruits received no weapons or trench warfare training. Rather, they were recruited 
solely because of their knowledge and experience in railway construction and operation. 

In July 1917, 2nd Battalion CRT opened a training camp at Wanou, several kilometres east of Ypres, Belgium,
where its personnel explored ways to improve light railway construction. Their work resulted in the 
adoption of a streamlined construction process: grading, bridging and culvert construction, followed by rail 
section and plate layers, and finally trains carrying rails, sleepers, ballast and construction supplies. After 
training, CRT units were capable of laying up to 2 1/2 miles of track - including 4 bridges and 16 culverts - in
a 16-hour day. Infantry soldiers, 'pioneer' units and 'labour' battalions from the Canadian Corps provided 
the 'muscle' required to build the rail lines. The emergence of an efficient transportation system provided 
crucial support to several 1917 offensives, the first of which was launched in the Arras sector. To support an 
attack at Vimy Ridge, the CRT laid rail to within a short distance of front lines. where the Canadian Corps' 
was preparing  to attack. As the offensive commenced, railway troops transported munitions and supplies to
the front trenches on standard and narrow gauge lines and evacuated wounded soldiers to field ambulance 
stations. Within five hours of the battle's commencement, CRT soldiers constructed a spur line to supply 
shells to a British battery near the ridge. Narrow gauge lines reached the top of the Ridge within one week 
of its capture, with spurs extending to supply dumps on the Douai plain beyond the Ridge by month's end. 
CRT units built a total of 60 miles of narrow gauge line in the area during that time. 

The support provided at Vimy was only the first of several instances in which rail systems provided crucial 
support to an infantry attack. During the June 1917 assault on the Messines Ridge, Belgium, railway 
operation was so efficient that the number of trains assigned to move munitions to the front was actually 
reduced as the operation proceeded. Light gauge railways played a similar role in supporting the attack at 
Passchendaele in October-November 1917. For the duration of the war, the elaborate system constructed 
and maintained by CRT was critical in supporting
infantry attacks along the Western Front. 

While CRT personnel were not routinely involved in
combat, their assignment nevertheless placed them at
considerable risk. Working with heavy equipment and
engaging in physically demanding labour inevitably
resulted in injuries on the job. Many CRT recruits were
older and not in the same physical condition as infantry
recruits, factors that also contributed to injury. As
railway lines pushed closer to front lines, artillery
shelling was a common occurrence. Troops were also
exposed to bombing from the air, machine gun and rifle
fire while working. In total, CRT units suffered 1,977
deaths during service, in addition to 1,382 'non-fatal'
battle casualties and 1,087 'work' injuries requiring
medical treatment. The fact that 490 CRT personnel received honours and decorations in recognition of 
their service reinforces the fact that their work was both vital and dangerous. 

At war's end, CRT ranks contained 19,000 personnel - 16,000 working in France and Belgium, with the 
remainder in England. It was second in size only to the massive Canadian Corps of infantry battalions. From 
the inception of the CORCC in early 1915 until the November 1918 Armistice, Canadian railway soldiers 
constructed all light railways in areas occupied by the five British Armies, and 60 % of the standard gauge 
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lines connecting the channel ports to the front lines. In total, Canadians built 1880 kilometres (1169 miles) 
of broad gauge railway line and 2275 kilometres (1414) miles of narrow gauge line during their wartime 
service. 

Sadly, after CRT units demobilized as their members returned to Canada, none were perpetuated in the 
military units maintained during peacetime. As a result, their crucial contribution to the Allied war effort 
has often been overlooked. Their record of service bears testimony to the vital role played by Canadian 
railway expertise during World War I. 

David Gale

Clinicians Needed Spring Mini Meet 2017
Do you know a modeller who could present an interesting topic to the CMRS membership in March 2017? 
Or do you have an area of expertise you would be willing to share with members?

I have been tasked with finding clinicians for upcoming meets. This job has been very capably been handled 
in the past by Roger Walker. If you could offer your assistance, please contact me. The meet is on Sunday 
March 5, 2017, time (generally one hour) starting at 10:45 am, at the Glenmore Inn.

To volunteer your services or to volunteer a friend, please contact me at bharrow@nucleus.com or call 403-
201-4937. Brookes Harrow

CMT Annual FleaMarket
The CMT Annual Fleamarket is set for Sunday, March 5th at the Glenmore Inn. Time to start putting aside 
those items you are no longer needing so that you can buy more stuff that you do need! Tables are $20 each, 
half tables can be booked for $10. To book a table contact Brookes Harrow at bharrow@nucleus.com or 403-
201-4937.

Editor's Comments
I am always looking for articles and photos to publish in the OrderBoard. How about a short article on some 
project you are working on, or some tidbit of local railway history, or even a railway story. 

Please consider converting to reading the OrderBoard on-line and save the society the cost of printing and 
mailing. Editor

Coming Events Schedule
Nov. 5, 2016 Edmonton EMRA Open Operating Session- contact Peter at ulvestad@telus.net 
Nov. 5 & 6, 2016 Vancouver Train Expo http://vancouvertrainexpo.ca/
Nov 3 – 6, 2016 Railway Modellers Meet of British Columbia

http://railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca/
November 4, 2016 CMRS Slide Night, River Park Community Church
February 25, 26, 2017 All Aboard, Western Development Museum, Saskatoon - info: 

allaboardtrainshow@gmail.com
March 5, 2017 CMRS Spring Mini Meet and CMT Flea Market
March 25, 26, 2017 2017 Moose Jaw Model Train Show - details... 
April 22, 23, 2017 SUPERTRAIN, Genesis Centre

Send an email to orderboard@calgarymodelrailway.ca with submissions for coming events!
Deadline for the next issue is Jan 15, 2017
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